
Joining Stitch

Copyright 2012 Willing Hands

Slip Stitch Joining for 3-D Construction
When constructing 3 dimensional objects from fabric, most of the time you will be using some sort of stiffener to give the
fabric the ability to stand up. For this purpose, I use Skirtex which is an interfacing used by upholsterers. In order to
make fabric panels which can be joined together to form a 3-D shape, each piece of fabric must be wrapped around a
piece of Skirtex and secured. The first set of photos below show the process of making these panels.

This photo shows a piece of linen with
a border of back stitches worked over
4 linen ground threads. The linen has
been trimmed so that there is a 1/2 inch
seam allowance on each edge.

The next step is to cut Skirtex to fit each
panel of linen. Note that this piece of
Skirtex is cut to fit just inside the back
stitched border. At this point in the pro-
cess it is very important to be as precise
as possible.

Now we will miter the corners of the linen.
Fold each corner to the back, folding on
a 45 degree angle and making sure that
the hole where two back stitches meet
to form a corner is visible. Finger press
the folds.

This photo shows the back of the linen
with all four corners folded to the back
and pressed with an iron.

The next step is to fold the seam allowances
to the back by folding on the first linen ground
thread which is outside of the stitched area
and in the seam allowance.

This photo shows all four corners and
seam allowances folded to the back and
pressed. The corners are now mitered.
Note the rounded edges of the corners-
we’ll fix that in the next step.

In order to form crisp right-angled corners
it is necessary to stitch the corners closed
as shown above. Before stitching it is
crucial to unfold the seams and corners
and to place the Skirtex into the back of
the linen. For small pieces, stitching the
corners will hold the Skirtex inside.
Larger pieces may need to be laced.

As a rule, any two pieces of linen to be joined will have the same
number of border stitches worked along the edges. When preparing
to join two pieces, they will be placed back to back or wrong sides
together with the stitches along the edge of one piece of linen lined
up with the stitches along the edge of the other piece. For every
stitch on the edge of one piece, there will be a corresponding stitch
on the edge of the other piece.

This process may also be used to join a panel of linen to a panel of
another fabric which is not a counted fabric. I frequently line my
designs in silk Dupioni so I must join panels of linen to panels of silk.
The process is the same except that there are no stitches on the edge
of the silk panel. In this case I use the counted stitches on the edge of
the line panel as a guide and just pick up a bit of the folded edge of the
silk for each joining stitch.

Finally, this stitch may also be used to join two panels made from un-
counted fabrics by simply catching a bit of the fold on each panel and
“eyeballing” the distance between each stitch. To learn the stitch, turn
to page 2.
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To begin the joining stitch, place 2 pieces of
prepared linen back to back, lining up the
stitches on the edges of each piece. Secure
the thread on the back and bring the needle
up through a corner hole on the piece of linen
facing you. Right handers will work this stitch
right to left and left handers will work it left to
right.

Insert the needle into the corner hole
on the other piece of linen, with the
needle pointing toward yourself, picking
up the ground thread on which you
folded. Continue across and pick up the
ground thread on the piece of linen
facing you. This will bring your needle
out through the hole where you started.
Pull the needle and thread through.

The next step is the ‘slipping’ part of the slip
stitch. Put your needle back into the hole it
just came out of and slide it behind the back
stitch, coming out 4 threads over, at the other
end of the back stitch. Pull the needle and
thread through. This step is worked only on
the piece of linen facing you.

Repeat the process of picking up the
linen ground threads and then slipping
to the next stitch. Each time the needle
goes into the linen, it will go through
the holes formed at either end of each
back stitch.

This photo shows a completed row of the
joining stitches. Ending off a thread and
beginning a new thread is covered on a
separate supplemental page.

Beads may be added to the edge during the
joining process, forming a decorative beaded
embellishment. You will need to us a needle
which will fit through your chosen beads. You
will also need to use either beading or sewing
thread. Before making each stitch, pick up a
bead on your needle and proceed as before.

This photo shows the first bead seated on the
edge and the second bead being attached
after slipping the needle from the first stitch to
the second stitch,

This photo shows a beaded edge in
progress
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